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The Appian way, Regina Viarum: its
construction began in 312 B.C,, at the
behest of the censor Appius Claudius
Caecus to reach the port of Brindisi,
through Benevento and Taranto at
the twilight of the 3rd century. By
boarding for Valona and Durres,
the voyage could continue by land
through the Egnatian way. The Via
Traiana would have linked Benevento
to Brindisi, through Canosa and
Egnatia on the pre-existing pathway
described by Horace.

The excellence of the port of Brindisi
and its position which allowed the
control of the Adriatic Sea, both
from the commercial and naval
point of wview, may have attracted
the attention of the Romans. lts own
possession may have also been the
reason why the Romans decided to
conguer Salento.

The Regina Viarum approached the
city on the modern path of Cappuccini
street by meeting the Via Traiana at
the height of the actual interjection
with Osanna street. Walking past the
walls of the city, the traveller would
have seen extended necropolises,
where |lay the worthiest people of the
town.

Passing by the amphitheatre, where
the proto bishop Saint Leucio would
have baptized the still-pagan habitants
of Brindisi, the travellers entered the
city from its west gate, terminus of
the decumanus of Tarantini street,
Passing through this gate, Cicero,
uncertain of his fate, went to Caesar,
who would have pardoned him for his
background with Pompey.

On the western plains people can still
admire the Roman urban roadside:
the decumanus of Tarantini street
intersected with the cardos of the
madern  laurus  street, Marcus
Pacuvius street and Duomao street. An
entire district can be visited inthe area
of 'San Pietro degli Schiavoni’. Here,
Antonio and Octavian probably made
the 'Peace of Brindisi', celebrated by
the Latin poet Virgil in the Eclogue
Four as an announcement of a new
age.

The modern city developed on
the old one. In the church of Holy
Sepulchre and in the Granafei Palace,
there are well- preserved remains
of 'domus' (Roman houses). On the
side of the roads there are pieces
of columns, millstones and capitals
too, while there are putti and torsos
built into walls of posterior buildings.
Along thesze lines, the ancient is
reinterpreted and reinserted in a new
context.

The great 'Forum' (today's Market
Place) had a monumental character.
In this place, Aulus Gellius argued
with a wretched reader of the Virgil's
Aeneid. Many are the artefacts found
in this area that can be still admired in
the Ribezzo museum, true gate of the
urban history.

The gardens around the city were
wonderful. One of these gardens
housed the home of Marcus Lasnius
Flaccus, where Cicere remembered:
"Who ignores what was my return?
At my arrival in Brindisi, the same
inhabitants of the city were those
who offered me their right hand as if
it were the one of all Italy and of the
fatherland {...) when the same home
of Laenius Flaccus, of his father and
his brother, learned and excellent
men, housed me with great joy; the
same house that just a year earlier
welcomed me, protecting me from
danger’.

For the benefit of cultivation, water
did not miss thanks to the presence
of many sources. One of these
sources fuelled the 'Great Font' in
the ending stretch of the via Traiana.
Travellers and citizens could count
on regular water supplies, thanks to
the aqueduct, whose structure can
be partially visited nearby Mesagne's
gate.

In the 'tabernae' all around the
city, people could drink good wine.
Marguerite Yourcenar places in one
of these 'tabernae' the meeting
between the Emperor Hadrianus and
his trusty Attianus. The amphorae
that were produced in Lapani and
Giancola were distributed throughout
the Mediterranean 5ea, also in favour
of kings like Herod the Great.

After having tasted the mussels "with
long lashes' and the 'pinfish/sargo
celebrated by Plinius, Ennius and
Apuleius, people who had to embark
would have had to go to the stretch of
waterfront that is nowadays known
as "Laenius Flaccus". Among sellers of
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Cauno's figs and booths full of books,
remembered by Cicero and Aulus
Gellius, people could find from April
to October a ship directed to the East,
The same 5partacus hoped this, while
he was directed to Brindisi, in search
of freedom.

Lucanus described with admiration
the port and the city in which Pompey
would have found refuge after his
escape from Rome, The same thing
did Victor Emanuel 1l about 2000
years later too:

‘A cramped plot of shrunk land
shoves that tenuous spit of land that
encompassesthe waves ofthe Adriatic
5ea as in curly horns. Mevertheless, in
this so narrow ravine, where the sea
penetrates, there would not exist a
port, if the reef of an island did not
stop the exhausted waves, On either
side, the nature has placed by the sea
recky mountains and kept away winds,
in arder to permit vessels to dock, tied
in with a weak rope. Ouiside there
is an endless field of water, both en
route to the ports of Corcyra and en
route to the lllyrian Epidamnus, an
the floods of the lonic sea. This is the
refuge of the seatfarers, when the
Adriatic 5ea emanates his violence
and Ceraunia dive into clouds and the
Calabrian Sasona is submerged by the
sparkling floods.

The 'home of Virgil' was on the
promontory of the Roman Columns,
where he spent the |last days of his
life. When he was about to die, he
continually asked for the boxes in
which was preserved the Aeneid. He
did want to burn them, but nobody
took him them. In fact, Varius
could publish it only after Augustus'
authorisation.

In ancient times, the Appian way was
an original model of road link, that
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enhance the current route, te make
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